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or intellectual attitude as a quality of the heart and soul."56
A living faith in the God of love and in the existence of the
soul as apart from the body is, therefore, indispensable for the
successful use of non-violence.57

Like Plato Gandhiji holds that the universe is governed
by ahimsa or love, for life persists in the midst of destruction,
He writes, "Though there is repulsion enough in Nature, she
lives by attraction. Mutual love enables Nature to persist, Man
does not live by destruction. Self-love compels regard for
others."58 "We all are bound by the tie of love. There is in
everything a centripetal force without which nothing could have
existed. . .even as there is cohesive force in blind matter, so
must there be in all things animate and the name of that cohesive
force among animate beings is love. . . .Where there is love there
is life; hatred leads to destruction."59

Ahimsa is thus an all-pervasive eternal principle applicable
to every situation in life without any exception. That is why
Gandhiji insists, as a condition of complete success of non-vio-
lence, that when it is accepted as the law of life, it must pervade
the whole being and must not be applied to isolated acts.60 For,
like Tolstoy, Gandhiji also believes that once we admit violence
into ahimsa we admit the insufficiency of the latter and thus
deny it as the law of moral life. Thus ahimsa is the only thing
that matters. To Gandhiji it is the Kingdom of Heaven, and if
we seek it first, everything else shall be added unto us.61 He
writes, "For me, . .ahimsa comes before swaraj. . . .Ahimsa
must be placed before everything else while it is professed.
Then alone it becomes irresistible."62 Ahimsa is, according to
him, at the root of every one of his activities.

But what is  ahimsal
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